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LETTER FROM THE 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

Katie Walsh Flanagan, EdD, LAT, ATC

Welcome to fall, and all the challenges that comes with fall sports winding down and transitioning to winter sports.  May 
your seasons be successful (meaning relatively injury-free and enjoyable).

The Sports Medicine Clarity Act passed and was signed into law by President Trump. From the NATA: “This legislation clarifies 
medical liability rules for athletic trainers and other medical professionals to ensure they are properly covered by their 
liability insurance while traveling with athletic teams in another state. Under the bill, health care services provided by a 
covered athletic trainer or other sports medicine professional to an athlete, athletic team or a staff member in another 
state will be deemed to have satisfied any licensure requirements of the secondary state. In addition, the providers will 
be able to treat injured athletes across state lines without the fear of incurring great professional loss. This bill reinforces the 
sports medicine team collaborative approach to care among physicians, athletic trainers and others. It is also vital in light 
of playoffs, championship games and college bowl games where teams travel a great distance with little notification.”

Hurricane Florence wreaked havoc on our District, especially North and South Carolina, and Hurricane/Tropical Storm 
Michael bearing down on the same areas. There are schools in these states that have still not re-opened, so please 
remember to keep our fellow members in your thoughts and prayers. Kudos to Nina Walker, Kevin King and the Young 
Professionals of North Carolina! They are working hard to create a means to get donors connected to fellow ATs devastated 
by the hurricane.  Those in need will ‘shop’ online for items needed, and potential donors will be able to click a link to 
send the necessary items directly from the wish list to the member’s in need. GO HERE FOR MORE INFO

MAATA has added a few ATs to represent MAATA on national committees.  Welcome to the following volunteers:
• Dr Jennifer O’Donoghue, LAT, ATC, CSCS (North Carolina State University) was appointed to the Intercollegiate Council 

for Sports Medicine (ICSM) to be an At Large Member
• Kelly Crowe, MSEd, ATC, CSCS (MedStar Sports Medicine, MD) joined the Young Professional’s Committee where she 

will shadow Amy Hand, MA, SCAT, ATC (University of South Carolina) until June 2019
• Scott Johnson, MSEd, VAT-L, ATC (Old Dominion, VA) NATA Athletic Training Service Award will shadow Kevin Herod, 

SCAT, ATC (University of South Carolina) until he takes over in June.
• Peter Kotz, MS, LAT, ATC, CES (Our Lady of Good Counsel High School, MD) NATA Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer 

Award, and has already begun to serve in this role

Please remember the member-benefit, ATs CARE. This organization provides assistance to ATs who have had a critical 
incident in their lives (with an athlete or personally).  

NATA members in DC, MD and VA:  Do you want an opportunity to earn extra money by working per-diem as an athletic 
trainer for certain events?  Check out Go4Ellis.

DIRECTOR’S  SPONSORS

https://ncata1.wildapricot.org/page-1075403
https://www.nata.org/membership/about-membership/member-resources/ats-care  
https://go4ellis.com
https://www.valdperformance.com/


FROM THE DISTRICT 
TREASURER

Ray Davis, MSS, LAT, ATC

As you read this message, I continue to be thankful for the support of my 
colleagues in our profession.  I am in the first year of my final term as your 
treasurer.  I hope I continue to meet your expectations as we continue to move 
our association forward. 

The past few months have been very busy making financial changes.  We have 
completed documents for the Districts tax year changes.  Our (c) 6 status as a 
non-profit has remained, however our tax year changed running from July 1 
to June 30.  This is current with the NATA’s tax year.  Furthermore, the expenses 
incurred at our 2018 Annual Meeting in Ocean City, MD have been finalized. 

I am happy to say that the MAATA D-3 financial accounts are in good standing 
as I presented at our District meeting in New Orleans.  Furthermore, as of July, we 
remain in good standing with the IRS for the 2017 fiscal year.  This coming year 
you will see changes in your dues structure as the membership voted to increase 
the Districts dues from $10 to $25.  We had to make some changes in order to 
meet the financial demands we have been incurring annually. 

Once again, I extend special thanks to all the workers behind the scenes of our 
District meeting in Ocean City.  I’m grateful for their assistance and countless 
hours of volunteer work.  If you missed Ocean City please make plans to attend 
our meeting in 2019, as we will be in our final years contract in Maryland.  I’m 
sure the educational programming will be exceptional as in the past years.  As 
always thank you for attending our Annual Meeting.  

Stay Healthy!
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2019 MAATA Annual Symposium - Call for Proposals 
EXTENDED

As our friends and colleagues in North Carolina and South 
Carolina recover from the devastating events of Hurricane 
Florence, we are extending the submission deadline to 
November 1, 2018. We hope that this extension allows 
recovery efforts to be at the forefront for ATs in the affected 
areas.

The Educational Programming Committee is actively 
seeking proposals that fit criteria specified in the CAATE 2020 
Standards of Accreditation for Professional Athletic Training 
Programs Crosswalk, Standard 70: Evaluate and manage 
patients with acute conditions, including triaging conditions 
that are life-threatening or otherwise emergent. These 
include (but are not limited to) the following conditions:

•	 Cardiac compromise
•	 Respiratory compromise
•	 Environmental conditions
•	 Internal and external hemorrhage
•	 Fractures/dislocations
•	 Drug overdose
•	 Wound care

Submit online proposals HERE. Contact Kim Pritchard, 
Educational Programming Committee Chair (kpritch@
su.edu, 540-545-7376) with questions,

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
COMMITTEE
Kim Pritchard - Chair

The MAATA Honors and Awards are officially open now and 
the committee is accepting nominations at this time.  The 
hard deadline for nominations is November 1st, 2018. Please 
consider nominating and recognizing a deserving fellow 
athletic trainer for one of the MAATA Honors & Awards. 

The MAATA Service Award is geared towards honoring 
individuals who have done service at the local, state and 
district levels. The MAATA MDAT award is designed to 
recognize individuals for their service more so at the district 
and national levels. The MAATA Hall of Fame is focused on 
recognizing those individuals who have or had a lifetime of 
service and impact at the state, district and the national 
levels. The District III Awards are not for recognizing the 
'longevity' of athletic trainers in their places of employment.
The sub-committee chairs for the District III Honors & Awards 
are: John Bielawski, ATC - MAATA HOF Award, Nancy Burke, 
ATC - MAATA MDAT Award and Sherry Summers, ATC 
(retired) for MAATA Service Award. The award evaluation 
teams will remain anonymous and representation occurs 
with a member from each state, the District of Columbia as 
well as by gender and employment settings. Additionally, 
there is District III NATA Hall of Famers who rotates in the 
group to assist with evaluations.

I urge everyone to submit nominations for the MAATA 
Honors& Awards -- all information can be found on 
the MAATA website under DIII Honors and Awards. ALL 
advocacy forms and/or letters of recommendation and 
the candidate profile/application information must be 
received by 11/30/18 to be considered for the award to 
which a nomination was made. Incomplete files will not 
be considered for the awards process. Reminder – Past 
NATA Service Award recipients are not eligible at this time 
for MAATA Service Award and Past NATA MDAT recipients 
are not eligible at this time for MAATA MDAT. NATA HOF 
recipients are "recognized" as MAATA Hall of Fame 
members. ALL MAATA Honors & Awards Information can 
be found at HERE.

HONORS & AWARDS 
COMMITTEE
Bob Casmus - Chair

Greetings from the Governmental Affairs Committee.  I 
want to take this opportunity to inform you all that the 
state representatives have been very busy at completing 
grant proposals for most of the states within the district.  
The national committee is now actively evaluating each 
request.
I would like to challenge each of you to be aware of the 
current state of affairs within your state in regards to pending 
and upcoming legislative actions occurring within your 
state.  Please become knowledgeable of these initiatives 
and I encourage you to become a voice in helping these 
actions become law.

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE
Brian Curless - Chair

As a reminder with the NATA registration season soon-
to-be-open the NATAPAC  Committee would like you to 
consider supporting the PAC as you register for the NATA 
membership for 2019.

There are several different ways in which you can donate 
to the NATAPAC as you renew your NATA membership. 
Selecting either a one-time payment or breaking it up into 
as many as 5 installments.

Another option is to visit the NATA website and locate 
the NATAPAC page. You can contribute in many ways 
selecting an option that fits your needs. GO HERE for general 
information about NATAPAC. If you’d like to contribute, 
CLICK HERE.

The NATAPAC Committee would like to thank members of 
the NATA that support the PAC with their dollars. 

I would hope that District 3 significantly increases its 
contributions in 2019. 

Thanks in advance for your support of the NATAPAC 

NATAPAC
Mark White - Chair

https://caate.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2020-Standards-Crosswalk_Final_for-Professional-Programs.pdf
https://caate.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2020-Standards-Crosswalk_Final_for-Professional-Programs.pdf
https://caate.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2020-Standards-Crosswalk_Final_for-Professional-Programs.pdf
https://goo.gl/forms/YOB05uIdVB2XhaNj1
mailto:kpritch@su.edu
mailto:kpritch@su.edu
https://www.maata.org/honorsandawards
https://www.nata.org/advocacy/federal/natapac
https://www.natapac.org/how-to-contribute/


EDAC was tremendously busy this year at NATA in New 
Orleans. We started off the conference week by hosting 
our annual service project. EDAC was able to partner with 
NATA’s AT your own risk and host a sports medicine camp 
for the local boys and girls club located at Ochsner Sports 
Performance Center, the New Orleans Saints Practice 
Facility. The campers were able to go through a lot of hands 
on stations which included taping and CPR. They learned 
how to become an athletic trainer and listen to the New 
Orleans Saints Registered Dietitian.  

Our career day was a huge success. This event was geared 
toward ethnically diverse college students to help them 
understand the importance of finding a mentor early on 
in their careers. Speakers included, Dr. Frank Walters, PhD, 
ATC, LAT, Erin Hassler, DAT, MS, ATC, LAT, Dr. Marsha Grant 
Ford, PhD, ATC, LAT, and Duane Brooks, MS, ATC.  

ETHNIC DIVERSITY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

Brittany Brown - Chair

EDAC Service Project 2018

Career Day 2018

Scottie Patton, 
Bill Chisolm Award

To close out our successful week we had our town hall and 
social honoring Scottie Patton, MS, ATC the Bill Chisolm 
Award. This award is given annually to recognize an 
individual who has contributed to the development and 
enhancement of ethnically diverse athletic trainers. 
 
We want to say congratulations to Thomas Bowman from 
the University of Lynchburg, and DCATA’s Jamila Watson, 
Jennifer Rheeling, Christina Carrillo, and Donita Valentine 
on receiving grant money from EDAC this year.

We have finally created an EDAC in district three. During 
the symposium, the executive council voted to create state 
representatives. 

We want to welcome our new state representatives:

Maryland Representative
Collin Francis, MS, LAT, ATC
Baltimore Ravens Football

North Carolina Representative
Janah Fletcher, MS, LAT, ATC
Head Athletic Trainer, NCA&T

Virginia Representative
Brandon Holland DAT, ATC
Gar-Field High School

We are still accepting applications for SC. We had a 
remarkable year and look forward to next year.

EDAC Grant Recipents:
Donita Valentine, Jamila 

Watson,  Christina Carrillo, 
Jennifer Rheeling

Thomas Bowman, PhD, ATC



First of all, I would like to thank our outgoing committee 
members for their commitment over the past several years 
to the Young Professionals’ Committee. Lauren, Hannah, 
and Rachel, we wish you the best in your new endeavors. 
In addition, I am honored to continue to work with some 
outstanding athletic trainers. Thank you to Alessa Lennon 
(Virginia), Maggie Ward (DC), Julie Burton (North Carolina), 
Taylor Meier (Member-at-Large), and Chris Poole (Member-
at-Large) for all your past and continuing efforts for this 
committee.

We are also excited to have 2 committee members recently 
join us. Since that time, they have been working hard to 
make strides for the YPs of their states and for the district. I 
am happy to introduce our new members:

South Carolina Representative
Jared Williams, MS, SCAT, ATC
University of South Carolina
jw6@mailbox.sc.edu

Maryland Representative
Caroline Siebens, MS, LAT, ATC CSCS
Towson Sports Medicine
csiebens@towsonortho.com

The YPC was designed to address the needs and concerns 
of certified athletic trainers within 12 years of their initial 
certification with the hope of providing opportunities and 
resources for us to be more successful and well-balanced 
athletic trainers. Our goal is to identify the needs of YPs in 
our district so that we can work as a committee to provide 
the programs and educational opportunities to address 
them.  We also hope to increase YP involvement in volunteer 
and leadership positions while promoting professional 
interaction and annual meeting attendance. YPs are the 
future leaders of our profession, and this is our opportunity 
to start making a difference.

The committee members and I are enthusiastic about the 
projects and direction of the YPC at the national, district, 
and state levels, and we welcome ideas and support from 
the YPs of District 3. To stay up-to-date, please “like” the 
MAATA Facebook Page and look for information about 
the D3 YPC on the MAATA website. If you are interested in 
being involved in our current and future projects or just have 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or your 
state representative. We look forward to hearing from you.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS’ 
COMMITTEE
Amy Hand - Chair

The MAATA senior level Student Senators have established 
their roles and are eagerly working on this year’s Student 
Program held in conjunction with the MAATA Symposium 
in May 2019, Ocean City, MD.  Last year, over 100 students 
representing all 5 states in the District attended and we are 
hoping to draw even more attendees this year. Are you 
a District III member that has an area of expertise and a 
passion for sharing your knowledge with the next generation 
of athletic trainers? If so, consider presenting at the Student 
Program - contact the student senator in your state or any 
of the faculty advisors for more information: 

Senate President, Mary Catherine Aveyis a senior from 
University of North Carolina Wilmington
 , 
Secretary and Public Relations Chair, Emily Meyrel, a senior 
from University of South Carolina
 
Newsletter Chair, Jadeh Kerey is a senior at George Mason 
University in VA 

Service Chair, Claire Adkinson, a senior at Towson University 
in MD

Young Professionals Liaison, Kirsten Campbell from West 
Virginia Wesleyan College 

Emily Hildebrand, AT Program Director at Towson University  
and Danielle Cotellessa, Assistant Athletic Trainer at UNC 
Wilmington are the co-faculty advisors 

Alison Mitchell, an AT Graduate Assistant at USC, is the junior 
faculty advisor

In addition to the Student Program, the Senators are 
currently working with the Executive and District Councils 
in planning their annual service project; stay tuned for 
how you can contribute. Check out the Senate’s monthly 
newsletter on the Student Section of the District Website for 
all the latest student information. Stay up to date with the 
Senate by following along on our social media accounts 
and send us information that you want to be featured - 
pictures are highly encouraged: Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter.

STUDENT SENATE
Emily Hildebrand - Faculty Advisor 
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Things happening in DC:
 
Our legislative requests were approved and our new 
licensure will be supervised by the DC Board of Medicine 
(Physicians) not the PT Board as originally intended.  We are 
still trying to get the phrase “and other physical activity” 
added to our practice act’s patient definition.

We have re-established our BOC provider number and 
are once again able to provide CEUs.  Currently we are 
planning 4 free opportunities each year for DC members 
and looking to grow this to include EBP sessions.

DCATA is establishing a city-wide Athletic Training student 
aide club; the focus is to attract ethnically diverse students 
to the profession through exposure to various settings and 
provide advice on the educational process.  Activities 
will include education sessions, skills practice, community 
service, field trips and shadowing.  This was possible thanks 
to the EDAC Grant we received.

DC Public Schools will be participating in the football helmet 
sticker campaign.  It will start with the playoffs and is limited 
in scope as DC State Athletic Association only purchased 
a limited number of stickers.
 
We are also looking forward to announcing a DC meeting 
date soon, so keep an eye out for that news

Sean Dash - President

MARYLAND
NORTH CAROLINA

VIRGINIA
WEST VIRGINIA 

No reports submitted

Brad Drake - President

Greetings from South Carolina!
First and foremost our thoughts and prayers are with all 
those impacted by Hurricane Florence in North Carolina at 
here at home.  As an association we are working to assist 
our members and communities.
 
We have two new additions to our Executive Council:  In July 
the membership elected Ms. Rachel Sharpe as Secretary / 
Treasurer. At our annual business meeting the membership 
voted to expand the Executive Council by splitting the 
position of Secretary/ Treasurer. We were happy to appoint 
Mr. Jared Williams as our first Treasurer in September. This 
is a much needed addition to our Executive Council and 
we are excited to have these two outstanding young 
professionals serve our association.
 
Congratulations to the following SC High Schools who 
earned the NATA’s Safe School Awards:

Andrews High School
Carvers Bay High School
Georgetown High School

Loris High School
North Myrtle Beach High School

Pelion High School
Summerville High School

York Comprehensive High School
Waccamaw High School

 
The South Carolina Athletic Trainers’ Association Annual 
High School Workshop is set for February 23, 2019 at White 
Knoll High School.

The 2019 SCATA Annual Symposium is set for July 10-12 at 
the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.


